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Welcome to the November edition of the Penn State Learning newsletter for tutors and receptionists! This month's issue features your
November birthdays, your accomplishments, upcoming events, an interview with Sir Dave Ryan of Sparks, and much, much more. Read on! 

*Due to 0 entries, the 'Name this Newsletter' Contest continues! Please email your ideas to Cindy Clem
(crc189@psu.edu). The person with the winning entry will be awarded a) snowshoes, b) a blue ribbon, or c) Neill's
extra "Vegetable Korma: curry with rice" microwaveable dinner (exp. date 11/20/15). What's the correct answer?
Find out! Submit a newsletter title!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Penn State Learning holiday break hours: We will close at 3 p.m. on Friday, 11/20, and re‐open at 10 a.m. on Monday,
11/30.

2. KEEP SAVING THE DATE: Friday, December 4, 5:008:00 p.m.: Penn State Learning Holiday Party! Be on the
lookout for an Evite (check your junk mail!) with more information about how to RSVP, what to bring, and what to get excited about.

3. Math 140 Guided Study Group Leader, Ryan Creedon, has made the news! Check out this article, which details his summer
internship experience as part of the NOAA (National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration) Hollings Scholarship Program. A Schreyer
scholar, Ryan is incorporating his summer research in oceanography into his undergraduate honors and master's theses. Ryan has been a math
tutor and/or GSG leader at Penn State Learning since September 2013. Congratulations, Ryan!

4. Nine writing tutors traveled to Salt Lake City, UT, from November 4‐8 to give presentations at the National Conference on Peer Tutoring in
Writing (NCPTW).Their presentations compared writing tutors to lawyers, proposed ways for writing tutors to work with engaged
scholarship programs, analyzed the advantages and disadvantages of tutor‐led peer review groups in the writing classroom, and discussed
different approaches for handling difficult tutees. 

Writing tutors posing with NCPTW Mascot, Wanda the Pencil (in the feather boa on the right)

OPPORTUNITIES & EVENTS

1. NEW TUTORING COURSE! Want an impressive resume entry for any field? Consider taking APLNG 297: Peer Tutoring for
Multilingual Writers (3 credits, 1‐2:15 T/TH, 11 Ferguson). All majors welcome! According to the instructor, our very own (or at least
1/4 ours!) Megan Stump will teach this class in the spring. She writes, "This class will focus primarily on working with multilingual writers,
allowing learners to be able to better serve a specific population of students at Penn State’s Writing Center. However, in order to understand
and help others, we must have a strong understanding of ourselves, both as people and as tutors. We will spend time examining our own

http://news.psu.edu/story/377383/2015/10/27/research/schreyer-scholar-investigates-climate-science-oceanography-through


identities, beliefs, and backgrounds in order to understand the identities, beliefs, and backgrounds of our tutees thus, being able to better
serve them in an educational capacity. Additionally, we will study aspects of tutoring conferences and the tutoring process as they relate to
multilingual students and non‐multilingual students, allowing learners to be better equipped at being both a peer and a knowledgeable
tutor." For more information, contact Megan (mss36@psu.edu). 

2. Tonight and tomorrow night are your last chances to see receptionist Asher Dubin in the acclaimed comedic musical A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, showing November 10‐14 at the Penn State Downtown Theatre. Support Asher! Buy
tickets here! 

3. Want to celebrate Thanksgiving before you leave for break? Want to help support the homeless in our community? See the attached
announcements for an Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration at the Pasquerilla Spiritual Center on Wednesday, 11/18, from 68 p.m.
(RSVP by 11/16) and Pasquerilla's drive to collect goods like gloves, hats, socks, chapstick, and snacks to help the homeless.  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Danny Magerman, Writing Tutor, November 13th
Year: Senior
Majors: Spanish & Linguistics
Post‐grad goal: I applied for a Fulbright to be an English Teaching Assistant in Uruguay, but I won't find out about
that until March at the earliest. Until then I'll just be biting my nails.
Time at PSL: I've been a peer writing tutor since Spring 2012. Last fall I started Writing Center coordinator duties
as well.
How many pillows do you sleep with? Two. I sleep with two.
What did you want to be when you were small? My brother, who is four years older than me, wanted me

to be a spaceship so that I would "blast off to the moon." It's cool, though. We're friends now.

Kayla Montgomery, Math Tutor, November 15th
Year: Junior
Majors: Mathematics & Statistics
Post‐grad goal: Move to Philadelphia and get a job
Time at PSL: 3 semesters
Who is your favorite superhero? Bruce Banner, aka The Incredible Hulk
What three items would you take with you to a deserted island? An electric generator, a desktop
(with mouse, keyboard, and monitor), and Fallout 4

Laurel Kandianis, Writing Tutor, November 22nd
Year: Senior
Major: Biology
Post‐grad goal: Going to law school to be part of the movement to reform indigent defense
Time as PSL: 2 years
If you were ruler of your own country, what would be the first law you would introduce? Equal
amounts of funding go to the District Attorney and Public Defender offices
Would you rather have a very, very large head or a very, very small head? Very, very large head so
I could blame it on my brain being abnormally large and full of knowledge

Katie Krissinger, French Tutor, November 22nd
Year: Senior
Major: Public Relations with minors in French and Business
Post‐grad goal: Currently in the process of applying for jobs, so hopefully working for a company I love doing
some sort of sales. If not, I hope to travel for a little before finding a job. 
Time at PSL: 3 years
If you could live anywhere, where would you live? I would live in southern France. It's beautiful, warm,
and everyone is laid back and doesn't take life too seriously. Plus, I could speak the language that I love! 
If you could join any past or current music group, which group would you choose? It would
handsdown be the Spice Girls. Growing up, I was obsessed with them and had every album (on cassette!). I still

love to jam out to them. They'll never go out of style! 

Michelle Bruni, French Tutor, November 23rd
Year: Senior
Major: French
Postgrad goal: undecided
Time at PSL: 1 semester
What is one of your favorite books? The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho
If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life, what would it be? My nana's pasta
Would you rather have the ability to fly or to be invisible? I would rather be able to fly, so I could travel
and visit my friends whenever I wanted.

http://fuseproductions.org/20152016-season/


Phoebe Canagarajah, Writing Tutor, November 26th
Year: Senior 
Majors: Anthropology & BBH
Post‐grad goal: Get a degree in Public Health. Or, become a trophy wife. 
Time at PSL: 4 semesters
What would you change about yourself if you could? Being taller would be great! Buying pants would
become much easier. 
What is a special talent or skill you have? When going under bars and overhangs that have a "Watch your head"
sign above them, I don't have to watch my head.  

And more Happy Birthdays to: 
Shubham Kapadiya, Math Tutor, November 1st
Alicia Gencarelli, Italian Tutor, November 5th
Bryant Obeng, Writing Tutor, November 6th
Nan Zhang, Chinese Tutor, November 30th

RESOURCES

Resource of the Month: Dave Ryan
In case you don't know, Dave Ryan (the tall one), is the engine that keeps 7 Sparks running smoothly. If you visit 7
Sparks, drop by his office (in the back left corner) to say hi. Ask him about the baby in the picture. 

What do you do at Penn State Learning? 
[I] manage the First Year Seminar Program. We get invited by instructors to alert their students to the services we
offer. [I also] manage 7 Sparks, where we offer math and language tutoring and allow other units to hold office hours,
tutoring sessions, and classes, etc. We host 18 sections of Math 22 labs.

What do you like most (and least) about working all by yourself in 7 Sparks?
Most: I get to enjoy the change of seasons as the radiator in my office more or less chirps, burps, clangs, whistles, and screams without the
idle chatter of another person drowning out the sounds. I especially enjoy the year‐round air conditioning pumped into my office without the
threat of a second body raising the temperature a tad.
Least: Looking out the window of my office and seeing the sheer cliff separating Sparks from Pattee.

What should we know about 7 Sparks that we might not already know?
We have a loyal clientele of 20 to 30 students who appear at least once a week to study. These students claim squatters’ rights to a
particular study desk or overstuffed chair. I’ve had students come into my office complaining that a strange person was at their desk. One
person said she 'got two A’s in courses I studied for at that desk."

What do you like to do when you're not in 7 Sparks? 
Run, study birds, read.

What are your Thanksgiving plans?
Drive to North Carolina on Thanksgiving day and then go on a 2,000 mile road trip with my son and his son and wash no dishes.

FUN FACTS

Who is Quailman?
a) Danny Magerman (above)
b) a benevolent alien in the TV show Rick & Morty
c) An alter‐ego of Doug, from the old Nickelodeon show
d) The guy who thinks everyone should eat quail for Thanksgiving
(correct answer: A & C)

Some definitions:
indigent ‐ noun 2. "one without sufficient income to afford a lawyer for defense in a criminal case. If the court finds a person is an
indigent, the court must appoint a public defender or other attorney to represent him/her" 
Ex: Laurel wants to reform indigent defense. According to NACDL, "Lack of standards, oversight and funding have led thousands of people to be
processed without their right to counsel."

cassette (kuh‐set) noun 1. "Also called cassette tape. A compact case containing a length of magnetic tape that runs between two small
reels: used for recording or playback in a tape recorder or cassette deck" 
Ex: Katie is not old, but she likes old things, like cassette tapes of the Spice Girls.

http://dictionary.law.com/Default.aspx?selected=944
https://www.nacdl.org/indigentdefense
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/cassette-tape


Quote from The Alchemist: "Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the suffering itself."
Quote from unknown source: "Also tell your heart to get a hamster that plays XBox. It will make your heart happy." 

 If you have anything you would like to add to the newsletter, please email Cindy Clem at crc189@psu.edu.

NCPTW_2015.jpg
32 KB

Danny_pic.jpg
13 KB

KaylaM_pic.jpg
10 KB

Laurel_pic.jpg
11 KB

Katie_pic.jpg
10 KB

MichelleB_pic.jpg
8 KB

Phoebe_pic.jpg
14 KB

Dave_pic.jpg
13 KB

IPSL_outofcold.pdf
481 KB

IPSL_thanksgiving.pdf
769 KB

mailto:crc189@psu.edu
https://ucs.psu.edu/service/home/~/?id=17070&part=1.2.2&auth=co&disp=i
https://ucs.psu.edu/service/home/~/?id=17070&part=1.2.3&auth=co&disp=i
https://ucs.psu.edu/service/home/~/?id=17070&part=1.2.4&auth=co&disp=i
https://ucs.psu.edu/service/home/~/?id=17070&part=1.2.5&auth=co&disp=i
https://ucs.psu.edu/service/home/~/?id=17070&part=1.2.6&auth=co&disp=i
https://ucs.psu.edu/service/home/~/?id=17070&part=1.2.7&auth=co&disp=i
https://ucs.psu.edu/service/home/~/?id=17070&part=1.2.8&auth=co&disp=i
https://ucs.psu.edu/service/home/~/?id=17070&part=1.2.9&auth=co&disp=i

